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1. Introduction

Transnational Access in ASSEMBLE Plus is provided to a total of 36 marine stations in 15 countries. In
the whole consortium, the stations provide access to a high diversity of marine environments; from
the high Arctic (IOPAN) and Antarctic (UKRI-BAS) to the tropics (Ul and NIOZ-CNSI) and the mid-
Atlantic ridge (CCMAR and IMAR). Within mainland Europe, access is provided to the Mediterranean,
the Atlantic and the Baltic seas. Habitats comprise estuaries (e.g. SZN, ISMAR, CCMAR, AWI, IOPAN,
UG), mega-tidal seas (SBR), cold-water coral reefs (KMRS, NUIG, SAMS), brackish seas and sea ice
communities (IOPAN, TSZ, ARI, HBS), near-shore deep sea (HCMR, IMEV, NUIG, UGOT, SAMS) and
volcanic seeps (high CO; — low pH; HCMR, SZN, IMAR). The TA-providing stations (access providers)
have modern research laboratories and a wide array of specialized research facilities to support
internal and external users. Several of these also have technological backup of nearby university
institutions.

This deliverable describes the outcomes of the trans-national access programme (TNA) offered at
UGQT, in terms of: installations available, applications received and user’s projects performed (through
on-site and / or remote access), users’ profile and their stats (country of origin, career profile, type of
organization, satisfaction of the services used).

2. Objective

This deliverable intends to show the outcomes of the transnational access programme executed at
UGOT, hence contributing to the ASSEMBLE Plus objectives:

* Enhance transnational access to a coordinated set of state-of-the-art European infrastructures for
marine biology and ecology;

* Improve service provision by these infrastructures in line with their areas of excellence in marine
biology and ecology, with emphasis on developing novel key enabling technologies and data
solutions;

¢ Strengthen complementarity and interoperability within the consortium and with related
infrastructures;

* Lay the logistical and strategic foundations to expand the coverage of the European Marine
Biological Resource Centre (EMBRC) in both its scope and its geographical distribution and to
consolidate its long-term sustainability.

3. Outcomes of the Transnational Access programme

3.1 Overview of the access provider(s)
The two marine stations are infrastructures under the Sven Lovén Centre for Marine Sciences, which
is owned by the University of Gothenburg. Access to Ecosystems: Sweden’s only true fjord Gullmarn is
easily accessible from Kristineberg and the marine national park Kosterhavet is very close to Tjarno.

Research focus: climate change, ocean acidification, microplastics, aquaculture, ecosystem
5
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functioning, blue biotechnology, maritime technologies, marine ecology, ecotoxicology, zoology,
chemistry, and large-scale ecosystem research. SLC provides access to the west coast of Sweden from
cold-water coral reefs to eel grass meadows. Access to a unique and high level of organismal diversity
at the Lovén Centre: many current and emerging marine model organisms (e.g., Ciona intestinalis,
Balanus improvisus, Skeletonema marinoi and Myxine glutinosa).

3.2 Installations offered

UGOT offered access to two marine stations with a specific set of installations:

3.2.1 Kristineberg (KMRS)

e Laboratories
e Smaller vessels

3.2.2 Tjdrnd (TML)

e Laboratories
e  Smaller vessels
e ROV

4. Applications received

4.1. Origin country of applicants

UGOT has received a total of 82 applications in the nine calls of TNA. Among these, 65 applicants
were based in European countries while 17 applicants came from other non-European countries.

4.2. Applicants profile

4.2.1. Home institution type
Applicants were mostly based in academic institutes (72%), followed by research institutes (25,6%).

4.2.2. Career status

The most recurring career profile of the applicant was postdoc (41,5%), followed by senior scientist
(34,1%).

5. User hosted and their stats

5.1. Projects completed

Overall, UGOT has hosted 53 projects for a total of 82 users. The list of projects completed at UGOT is
available in “Appendix 1 — List of user-projects completed” further below.

5.2. Installations used

The installations used were in ascending order: laboratories, smaller vessels and ROV

* This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
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5.3. User satisfaction

Overall, users have positively evaluated the services offered (Very good: 43.8%; Good: 37.5%).

5.4. Projects not completed or cancelled

Many projects were postponed due to the pandemic. Some of them did not have the time to finish
their visits before the project ended. One project cancelled due to too complicated user access
contracts.

6. Use of resources

Beneficiary / PM short name of the explanations of tasks
Linked Third Party installation(s)
University of Gothenburg 12 Labs Preparing for visits
University of Gothenburg 12 All Preparing paperwork

7. Conclusion

e Access after pandemic caused a lot of problems and extra administration, new routines was
set in place.

e Many new users came to the infrastructure thanks to the ASSEMBLE+ funding. New users with
new scientific questions make the station adapt and stay up to date.
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